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WINNER OF THE NATIONAL BOOK CRITICS CIRCLE AWARD • AN AMERICAN BOOK

AWARD FINALIST • A monumental history that has been hailed by The New York Times as

“one of the most original and important books to be written about the war between Japan and

the United States.”In this monumental history, Professor John Dower reveals a hidden,

explosive dimension of the Pacific War—race—while writing what John Toland has called “a

landmark book ... a powerful, moving, and evenhanded history that is sorely needed in both

America and Japan.” Drawing on American and Japanese songs, slogans, cartoons,

propaganda films, secret reports, and a wealth of other documents of the time, Dower opens

up a whole new way of looking at that bitter struggle of four and a half decades ago and its

ramifications in our lives today. As Edwin O. Reischauer, former ambassador to Japan, has

pointed out, this book offers “a lesson that the postwar generations need most ... with

eloquence, crushing detail, and power.”

“May well be the most important study of the Pacific War ever published.”—The New

Republic “One of the handful of truly important books on the Pacific War ... a cautionary tale for

all peoples, now and in the future.”—Foreign Affairs “An exceptionally important book.”—

Newsweek “Belongs in every general library ... should be required reading for anyone

interested in understanding the trade wars that have mercifully replaced the killing fields in the

Pacific.”—The Boston GlobeFrom Publishers WeeklyOne of the most disturbing examples of

racism in the Pacific War was the execution of Allied POWs by the Japanese while American

planes were dropping bombs on Tokyothis on the final day of the war, a year after Japan's

defeat was assured. Dower, professor of Japanese history at UC San Diego, traces in rich

detail the development of racism on both sides of the Pacific, including an analysis of wartime

propaganda comparing Frank Capra's "Why We Fight" films with their Japanese counterparts.

The book leaves no room for doubt about the intensity of racial loathing among all, and shows

that its effects were virtually identical. This startling work of scholarship has a larger theme,

however, than racially inspired atrocities in the Pacific theater. Dower examines the abrupt

transition from what he describes as "a bloody racist war" to an amicable postwar relationship

between the two countries, and notes that the stereotypes that fed superpatriotism and racial

hatred were surprisingly adaptable to cooperation in peacetime. This phase of the relationship

was followedin an instance of considerable historical ironyby an "economic Pearl Harbor," as

Japan won victory after victory in the global trade wars and an entrepreneurial superpower was

perceived as looming on the Pacific horizon. Japan's postwar accomplishments having

shattered the teacher-pupil model that defined the countries' postwar relationship, pejorative

stereotypes have been resurrected and applied to the battlefields of commerce. To cite one of

the mildest of Dower's examples: 89% of Australian executives polled in 1984 considered the

Japanese untrustworthy and devious. Those concerned with the seductive power and universal

influence of racism in the 20th century will find this landmark study absorbing and essential.

Photos.Copyright 1986 Reed Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to an alternate

kindle_edition edition.Review"One of the most original and important books to be written about

the war between Japan and the United States." ---New York Times --This text refers to an

alternate kindle_edition edition.From Library JournalWar Without Mercy offers a fresh and

challenging insight into the Pacific phase of World War II by examining the racist stereotypes



that dominated the way Americans and Japanese thought about each other. Dower (History,

Univ. of California, San Diego) has mined an extraordinary array of both U.S. and Japanese

sourceseverything from comic books to secret government documentsto buttress the notion

that images influenced the policy and wartime behavior of both powers. "Harsh words are seen

to be inseparable from the harshest of all acts: war and killing," he writes. The book should

enjoy the widest of audiences, from the general reader to the most demanding specialist. John

H. Boyle, History Dept., California State Univ., ChicoCopyright 1986 Reed Business

Information, Inc. --This text refers to an alternate kindle_edition edition.From the Publisher"One

of the most original and important books to be written about the war between Japan and the

United States."--The New York Times --This text refers to the paperback edition.From the Back

CoverNow in paperback, War Without Mercy has been hailed by the New York Times as "one

of the most original and important books to be written about the war between Japan and the

United States." In this monumental history, Professor John Dower reveals a hidden, explosive

dimension of the Pacific War -- race -- while writing what John Toland has called "a landmark

book...a powerful, moving, and even-handed history that is sorely needed in both America and

Japan."Drawing on American and Japanese songs, slogans, cartoons, propaganda films,

secret reports, and a wealth of other documents of the time, Dower opens up a whole new way

of looking at that bitter struggle of four and a half decades ago and its ramifications in our lives

today. As Edwin O. Reischauer, former ambassador to Japan, has pointed out, this book offers

"a lesson that the postwar generations need most...with eloquence, crushing detail, and

power." --This text refers to the paperback edition.From the Inside FlapNow in paperback, War

Without Mercy has been hailed by the New York Times as "one of the most original and

important books to be written about the war between Japan and the United States." In this

monumental history, Professor John Dower reveals a hidden, explosive dimension of the

Pacific War -- race -- while writing what John Toland has called "a landmark book...a powerful,

moving, and even-handed history that is sorely needed in both America and Japan."Drawing

on American and Japanese songs, slogans, cartoons, propaganda films, secret reports, and a

wealth of other documents of the time, Dower opens up a whole new way of looking at that

bitter struggle of four and a half decades ago and its ramifications in our lives today. As Edwin

O. Reischauer, former ambassador to Japan, has pointed out, this book offers "a lesson that

the postwar generations need most...with eloquence, crushing detail, and power." --This text

refers to the paperback edition.Dower's premise in War without Mercy is a startling one:

Though Western allies were clearly headed for victory, pure racism fueled the continuation and

intensification of hostilities in the Pacific theater during the final year of World War II, a period

that saw as many casualties as in the first five years of the conflict combined. Dower doesn't

reach this disturbing conclusion lightly. He combed through piles of propaganda films, news

articles, military documents, cartoons--even entries in academic journals in researching this

book. Though his case is strong, Dower minimizes other factors, such as the protracted

negotiations between the West and the Japanese. --This text refers to the paperback

edition.Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.PREFACE Some five years ago,

while drafting the opening chapter to a projected book about the occupation of Japan that

followed World War Two, I found myself mentioning in passing the race hates and merciless

fighting that had been so conspicuous in the war in Asia and the Pacific. One of the impressive

features of the occupation, after all, was that the defeated Japanese and victorious Allies,

predominantly Americans, worked together so amicably and constructively. War-crimes trials

were conducted after Japan’s surrender; reports of wartime atrocities preoccupied journalists

and jurists for many months; and there was hardly a corner of Japanese society that was not



subjected to critical scrutiny. The war hates themselves, however, seemed to disappear almost

overnight—so quickly, in fact, that they are easily forgotten now. In a world that continues to

experience so much violence and racial hatred, such a dramatic transformation from bitter

enmity to genuine cooperation is heartening, and thus the fading memories of the war pose a

paradox. It is fortunate that people on all sides can put such a terrible conflict behind them, but

dangerous to forget how easily war came about between Japan and the Western Allies, and

how extraordinarily fierce and Manichaean it was. We can never hope to understand the nature

of World War Two in Asia, or international and interracial conflict in general, if we fail to work

constantly at correcting and re-creating the historical memory. At a more modest level, the

significance of the occupation of Japan and postwar rapprochement between the Japanese

and their former enemies can only be appreciated against the background of burning passions

and unbridled violence that preceded Japan’s surrender in August 1945. The importance of

remembering that visceral level of the war was what prompted my passing reference in that old

draft manuscript on the occupation. The casual mention of race hates seemed too abrupt to

stand without elaboration, however, and my attempt to clarify what this meant marked the

genesis of the present book. What occurred next may seem agonizingly familiar to many other

historians. The passing comment was expanded to a paragraph, which grew into a section,

then became a separate chapter, and finally emerged as a major research project in and of

itself. This book is a summing up of some of the places to which this little “elaboration” has led

—thus far. Meanwhile, the study of occupied Japan still sits unfinished on the shelf. This is not

the tidiest way to do history, but it is satisfying—for the problem arose naturally, more as a

question than a thesis, and unfolded in unanticipated directions. To understand how racism

influenced the conduct of the war in Asia has required going beyond the formal documents and

battle reports upon which historians normally rely and drawing on materials such as songs,

movies, cartoons, and a wide variety of popular as well as academic writings published at the

time. In some academic circles these are not respectable sources, and they are certainly

difficult to handle. But they are invaluable for re-creating the ethos which underlay the attitudes

and actions of men and women during these years. The greatest challenge has not been to

recall the raw emotions of the war, however, but rather to identify dynamic patterns in the

torrent of war words and graphic images—and to bring such abstractions to earth by

demonstrating how stereotyped and often blatantly racist thinking contributed to poor military

intelligence and planning, atrocious behavior, and the adoption of exterminationist policies.

Beyond this lay a further challenge: to explain how the contempt and hatred of the war years

could have been dissipated so easily. Because distorted perceptions and unrestrained violence

occurred on all sides, the Pacific War also provides an excellent opportunity to look at racism

and war comparatively—and, as the reader will discover, historically. Eventually, the exegesis

on a passing comment led to an examination of perceptions of Self and Other in conflicts

between “white” and “colored” peoples dating back to the fifteenth century. At the same time, it

became apparent that many of the idioms of “race,” on both theWestern and the Japanese

sides, are best understood in a larger context of hierarchical and authoritarian thinking. In the

war in Asia—and in general—considerations of race and power are inseparable. As it turned

out, much that may at first glance appear to be unique in the clash between Japan and the

West in the early 1940s was, on the contrary, familiar in practice and formulaic in the ways it

was expressed. And much of the explanation of how race hate gave way to an inequitable but

harmonious relationship between victors and vanquished lies in appreciating the malleability of

political language and imagery in general. --This text refers to the paperback edition.About the

AuthorJOHN W. DOWER, born in 1938, is the Henry Luce Professor of International



Cooperation and Global Stability at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. He is the author

of Empire and Aftermath: Yoshida Shigeru and the Japanese Experience, 1878–1954 and The

Elements of Japanese Design, and is the editor of The Origins of the Japanese State: Selected

Writings of E. H. Norman and coeditor of The Hiroshima Murals: The Art of Iri Maruki and Toshi

Maruki. --This text refers to the paperback edition.Read more
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Michael Griffith, “An Important Book: What Book Did They Read?. I am not surprised that at

least two-thirds of the customer reviews of this book are favorable. It is a powerful and

important book that should be read by anyone who wants to better understand the Pacific War

in World War II.After reading the negative customer reviews, I have to wonder, Just exactly

what book did those reviewers read? How in the world is Dower's book "revisionist"?

"Revisionist"? Why? Because he suggests we should not have nuked Hiroshima and

Nagasaki? Well, guess what: General Eisenhower, General MacArthur, General Lemay,

General Arnold, General Spaatz, Admiral Leahy, Admiral Halsey, Admiral Radford, Admiral

King, and a host of other senior military officers did not think we needed to nuke Japan either,

nor did Winston Churchill, Secretary of the Navy James Forrestal, Under Secretary of the Navy

Ralph Bard, General Clarke (who oversaw the summary of MAGIC intercepts in 1945),

Ambassador Joseph Grew, Assistant Secretary of War John McCloy, and the vast majority of

the scientists who developed the bomb. For that matter, since the 1990s, most historians and

other scholars have recognized that we could have ended the war without using nukes and

without an invasion.At least one week before we nuked Hiroshima, we knew from a variety of

sources, including decrypted Japanese diplomatic messages, that Japan's leaders were ready

to surrender and that their only condition was that the emperor not be harmed. Even the Joint

Chiefs of Staff believed that we should at least warn Japan that we had the atomic bomb, that

we should make it clear that "unconditional surrender" did not mean deposing the emperor and

permanent occupation of Japan, and that if Japan still did not surrender then we should use

the bomb on a military target, not on a city. And how can anyone justify the fire-bombing of the

island of Honshu and two Japanese cities by over 1,000 aircraft *after* the Japanese

government had formally notified us of their surrender? By any moral and civilized standard,

that was an egregious war crime.The charge that Dower excuses Japanese war crimes

because of American war crimes is ludicrous. Dower does no such thing, and it is hard to

fathom how anyone who actually read the book could come to such a conclusion. After reading

Dower's book, I came away even more disgusted with the conduct of the Japanese military

than I was before.Another baffling claim in the negative reviews is that Dower argues that the

war against Japan was all about racism. Dower does no such thing. What Dower does say is



that the extreme viciousness of the Pacific War, where the rules of war were discarded far

more often than they were in Europe, was substantially caused by our racial attitude toward the

Japanese and by the Japanese's racial attitude toward us. This might be an uncomfortable,

disturbing fact for some people, but it is a fact nonetheless, as Dower proves with an

abundance of evidence.Dower's book reinforces the reality that war is never a "glorious"

undertaking. It is a human tragedy that should only be done in self-defense. Readers who

prefer to believe that we did nothing wrong in the Pacific War, that the war was all Japan's fault,

that only the Japanese committed war crimes, that we always followed the rules of war will

probably find this book very disturbing, but they will come away with a much better

understanding of the war and how and why it was fought.”

Scott Laverty, “An Excellent Addition To The Library. An excellent book that was a mandatory

read during my Master’s Degree in Military History. As a young Captain, it provided historical

information that gave me a better understanding in military leadership and the art of war.This is

a must read for all military historians.”

Nicholas, “Eye-Opening But Shortsighted. This is a must read for any WWII buff. It takes an

honest look at the American and Japanese mindsets during the Pacific conflict and how racism

was a major factor. However, it does so from a neutral, non-patronizing vantage point. It's not

preachy. It's history backed up with numerous sources.There was however a lack of coverage

on the actual atrocities of the Americans and Japanese, more so the Japanese, which if you've

read anything about them during WWII, you will definitely notice that something is missing from

the full picture of Japanese actions. Also, with a title like War Without Mercy, there's not as

much analysis about the actual atrocities on both sides but instead more about the psychology

and ideological views of both sides.”

Pitbull64, “Fascinating and depressing!. Offers a fascinating insight into race as part of The

Pacific war from both American and Japanese points of view. Very well structured and

organized. However, the level of detail and redundancy can be a bit tiring after a while. The

book could easily lose 25% of its volume without harm.”

Historia WW2, “Excellent book. A balanced, impassionate and documented look on the "racial

war" between the United States and Japan before, during and after WW2.”

The book has a rating of  5 out of 4.4. 268 people have provided feedback.
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